
ESY (Extended School Year) will be
here before we know it! This is an

opportunity for our high needs
students to continue their learning for
two to three weeks over the summer.
Before break, Robin sent out the ESY
paperwork to qualify students based
on their severity or regression. Please
be sure to gather regression data on
your students following our winter

break, who may qualify for ESY, if you
haven't already. The deadline for

submitting this paperwork to Robin is
February 7, 2022. Please email Robin

by Friday, December 17th to let us
know if you are interested in teaching
ESY. Contact the Coop if you have any

questions about ESY.

The Special Edition
December 2021

Welcome back to our AWESOME PT, Tara Roberts! Tara
has been receiving treatments for multiple myeloma.

Kennedy has been a great addition to our team to
continue our PT services. Tara and Kennedy will be a

dynamic duo as Tara gets back into the swing of things!
Her first day back to work will be January 3, 2022. When
you see Tara, please be sure to say hello! We love you,

Tara! You have been missed! 

Reminder, the fall DLM (Dynamic
Learning Maps) assessment window
closes on December 17th. Please be

sure to get this completed as quickly as
possible if this pertains to any of

your students. The spring test window
will be from February 7 - April 29, 2022.  

Winter Break
Sped offices are closed Monday, December

20 through Friday, December 31.

Progress reports MUST be written and sent
home EVERY quarter or trimester and for the
annual IEP if it's been more than 2 weeks
since progress was updated. 
Progress report comments MUST be tightly
aligned to IEP goals AND give specific data
that shows progress or lack of progress.  
Progress reports MUST go home to families
as stated in the IEP EVERY quarter or
trimester and for the annual IEP if it's been
more than 2 weeks since progress was
updated. 

Progress Reports
Progress reporting is just around the corner! 
 Here are some reminders with our progress
report requirements:



Alma - December 3
St. George - January 21
Wamego - March 25

Child Find Screenings

NCI Training
January 7 - Refresher, 8:00 am-noon

 (call or email Robin to reserve your spot)

 

Now is a great time to review your
caseload and remaining IEP due dates.
Be sure to move up IEPs as needed to

help ease the spring marathon.
Reminder, the due date for all regular

IEPs is April 14th. Only new
placements or move-in IEPs should

take place after April 14th. Thank you
for planning ahead!

*December 15*
All HATS packets are due for

any meetings held so far.

Para Training
Monday, January 3

WHS Commons Area
8:15 am - Noon, Active Shooter
Training with Officer Coleman

(Paras will be paid and hours counted for in-
service.  Please RSVP to niderj@usd320.com

if you plan to attend by December 10.) Related Service Providers: 
 Your November & December Daily

Logs are due by the first week of
January.

Just a friendly reminder
to Case Managers:  When
you have a student that
is absent, please be sure
to let the related service

providers know. Most
are traveling from

building-to-building or
district-to-district and
letting them know is
much appreciated to

save unnecessary travel. 

Paras should have at least half of their 
 required in-service hours completed by

the end of December.

Dates to Remember

Stop in and see your hands in our bulletin board at the Coop! 
All hands on deck to leave a lasting impact on the hearts and

minds of our students.



INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES

December 3, 2021
 

Established by the United Nations in 1992, the goal of the International
Day of Persons With Disabilities is to promote the rights and well-being of

persons with disabilities in all aspects of society. 
 

We salute our champion students who overcome challenges as we
collectively support them in finding their strengths and abilities to thrive,

today, tomorrow, and for many years to come.

December Birthdays
Deb Nauerth - 1                          Caitline Christenson - 14
Lacy Schreck - 4                          Tara Roberts - 14
Sabine Ginavan - 7                     Mary Poe - 15
Lindsey Danckwart - 8              Sheila Burns - 16
Tori Sieben - 11                           Robin Laughlin - 23
Kim Marquardt - 12                   Barb Tebbutt - 24

CELEBRATIONS

RANDOM MOMENT TIME STUDY SURVEY  -  They began October 1, and for those of you who are
new to this, the RMTS is a quick survey that is used to determine the amount of time spent on

activities that are Medicaid related.  You may or may not be selected for the RMTS. It is
completely random. You must complete this survey. A list of those providers that have not

completed the survey is sent out monthly to all directors in the state.
 

If you are selected for a RMTS you will receive an email from kssdac@pcgus.com approximately
5 days prior to your selected date and time of moment, do not delete this email it has the link

you will need to go to to complete your RMTS. You will receive additional reminder emails as the
date approaches. You have 5 days after to complete the moment, if you do not complete the

moment the day of, then you will also receive emails reminding you to complete it. If you cannot
locate the email with the link, please send Mary Bates an email at batesm@usd320.com and she

can resend it to you. 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
mailto:kssdac@pcgus.com


and works in ag communications. Our son Bryson will graduate in May from
K-State with a degree in Finance and AgEcon. Rylie and Will attend school in

Wamego and are involved in sports and school clubs. They also show
Hereford cattle at the local, state and national level and our family enjoys
preparing for and travelling to these events. We have recently moved from

Marysville to the Wamego area, and we are excited to be closer to family
and become part of the community.

New Staff Spotlight
Julie Meinhardt

Gifted Teacher 
West Elementary/USD 323
This is my 23rd year in education and

the majority of my time has been
spent teaching middle school
mathematics. I am married to

Bryndon and we have four children
ages 23, 21, 16 and 14. Emily, our

oldest, is married, lives near Wamego 

My name is Kaylee Suhr and I am from Marquette,
Kansas. I graduated with my B.S. in 2020 from Fort Hays

State University and moved to the Manhattan area
after my husband, Kyler, and I were married in July of

2020. I love the St. George area and am feel very
grateful for the opportunity to teach at such a

wonderful school. The relationships I have formed here
I know will last a lifetime. When I am not teaching, I

enjoy playing with my dog Millie, spending time
outdoors and helping out on the family farm. 

Kaylee Suhr
 Special Education Teacher 

St. George Elementary School



Olivia Swift
K-2 Special Education Teacher 

Central Elementary
I                                                            I am Olivia Swift. I have lived in Wamego for
                                                            the past 4 almost 5 years. I have worked in
                                                            the Wamego school district for three years
                                                            now, two of those as a para educator. I live

                                                              with my significant other Ryan and we have
4 chickens (Reba,Peggy,Opal, Edna) and one dog (Nala). Ryan is a busy body

always tinkering or fixing something. In my spare time I am a bowhunter and
a book reader. There is nothing like sitting next to a creek or warm fire

engaged in a good book. Together we enjoy Rodeo's, helping with harvest
and camping. Most of all we just enjoy the company of each other, our

friends and our family.

 I am a transplant to Kansas :) I officially
became a Kansas resident this past summer,
even though I somewhat moved in 2020. My

husband is what brought me to Kansas and we
got married September 26, 2020. We enjoyed a
small wedding with just our close family and

friends. We have a nice little farm and we were
lucky enough to get married there.

 

Heather Niehues
K-2 Special Education Teacher 

Central Elementary

 I was supposed to go back to California to finish teaching the rest of the
year two days after we got married, however, we ended up being online the

whole year.  This is my 12th year in education: 4 as a para in a
moderate/severe Special Day Class, 1 year as a long term substitute teacher

in a mild/moderate preschool classroom, and 6 years as a Physical
Education teacher. 



Enjoy
the

little
things, for

one day
you may look

back and 
realize they

were the BIG things.

INSPIRATION

The best way
to spread

Christmas
cheer, is

singing loud
for all to hear.

Christmas isn't
about candy canes 
 or lights all aglow,
it's the hearts that

we touch and the
care that we show.

Kindness
is free.

Sprinkle
that stuff

everywhere!

Forget the
mistakes.

Remember the
lessons.

ALWAYS be a
work in progress.

You
should be the

star of your own
life every

day!


